
Descriptive summary of yearly telephone survey performed 1998-2006.
Approximately 1000 persons have been interviewed a few weeks after
the pension statement – the Orange envelope – has been distributed.

How interested are Swedes in their national pension?
What do they know about it?
What do they think about It?

On behalf of The Swedish Social Insurance Agency (Försäkringskassan),
and The Premium Pension Authority (PPM) the survey cunsultant Demoskop

has performed the interviews and registered the answers.

Ole Settergren
Director of Pensions department 
Swedish Social Insurance Agency



Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

How interested are Swedes 
in their national pension?
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In 1999 Sweden changed over to a new pension system,
the national pension paid by the state. Did you know that?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Know

Did not know
Unable to answer/unwilling to answer

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 0 0
Question asked to: all

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06
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Have you recently received an orange envelope from Försäkringskassan
and PPM containing information about your national pension?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Yes

No

Don’t know

0 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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Have you opened your orange envelope?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Yes

No

Don’t know

0 849 930 907 913 871 891 918 935

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”yes” when asked if
they had received an orange envelope
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Did you read all of it, most of it, or some parts of it,
or did you just take a look at it?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

All of it

Most of it

Parts of it

Just looked

Don’t know

0 741 807 735 753 691 704 726 771

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”yes” when asked if
they had received an orange envelope



0

20

40

60

Have you compared the information in this year’s
orange envelope with the one you received last year?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

No

Don’t know

Yes

0 0 0 0 753 691 704 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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Have you read the estimate of your pension
in the orange envelope?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Yes

No

0 0 0 0 753 691 704 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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Have you read the statement of your pension account?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Yes

No

0 0 0 0 0 691 704 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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In the orange envelope, there is a summary of your account with PPM that tells you how well your
premium pension funds have done. Have you read that summary?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Yes

No

0 0 0 0 753 691 704 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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In the orange envelope there is an explanation of what affects the size
of your national pension. Have you read that information?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Yes

No

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.



Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

What do Swedes know about 
their national pension?



Source: Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06
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How much do know about the national pension?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

A lot

Fairly much

Not very much

Nothing at all

Unable to answer

816 914 923 887 865 936 938 1004 1006
Question asked to: all
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The national pension is based on years of taxable income.
Do you know how many years?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

10

15
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Best 15 years
Best 30 years

Entire lifetime
income

Don´t know

816 914 923 887 865 936 938 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Correct answer
(for those born 1954
and later)

Question asked to: all
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Your national pension consists of three types of benefits,
Do you know them by their name?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Garantipension

Inkomstpension
Premiepension

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all



Will you receive a larger pension if you have had small children?
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Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Think so

Don’t think so

Don’t know

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1004 0

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Correct answer

Question asked to: all



Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Correct answer

Question asked to: all
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Can you choose to receive only part of your pension,
like 25, 50 or 75%, for example?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Think so

Don’t think so

0 0 0 0 0 0 938 1004 1006



Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

What do Swedes think about 
their national pension?
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How confident are you about your national pension?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Very confident

Fairly confident

Not very confident

Not confident at all

No opinion 

816 914 923 887 865 936 938 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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What was your reaction when you read what was in your orange envelope?
Were the amounts shown higher, about the same, or lower than you had expected?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

As expected

Lower

Don’t know
Higher

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 576 579

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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Was it easy or hard to understand the information
in the orange envelope?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Very easy

Fairly easy

Neither easy or hard

Fairly hard

Very hard

Don’t know

0 0 0 0 753 691 704 726 743

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded ”Yes” when asked
if they had opened their
orange envelope.
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How credible do you think the estimate is?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Very credible

Fairly credible

Not at all credible

Don’t know

0 0 0 0 541 475 504 576 579

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who 
responded ”Yes”
when asked if theyhad rea 
the estimate. 
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Aside from the information on the return on your premium pension funds, is your general
impression about the information in your PPM account summary positive or negative?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Very positive

Fairly positive

Neither positive 
nor negative

Fairly negative

Very negative
Don’t know

0 0 0 0 0 0 511 556 0

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who 
responded ”Yes”
when asked if theyhad rea 
the estimate. 
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How well do you agree with the following:
”I know enough to manage my own premium pension saving”

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

1. Totally disagree

2

3

4

5. Totally agree

Don’t know

0 0 0 0 0 999 1011 1004 0

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all

5

1



Information on the respondents

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06
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At this time, do you have any private pension savings, in other words,
money that you pay into your own pension account and is not connected with your job?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Yes

Don’t know

No

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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Are you thinking about starting to save
privately toward your pension?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Don’t know

Yes

No

509 500 464 465 473 444 444 423 450

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those 
who answered that they 
did not have a private 
pension.
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How many permanent members of your
household are there?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

1

2

3

4
5

6

7
8

0 0 0 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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How many of them are below 18?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

1
2

3
4, etc

No answer

0 0 0 1008 790 781 766 795 784

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those
with more than one permanent
household member.
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Type of occupation, are you?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Working

A student

Unemployed

A homemaker

Retired

Other

No answer

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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Are you?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Blue collar

White collar

Self employed

Don’t know

764 739 734 773 730 746 768 753 801

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: those who
responded that they were working. 
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Do you work in the private sector, for the national government,
for a municipality, for a county?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Government, Municip. or County

Don’t know
No answer

Private sector

681 647 662 688 655 661 690 664 685

Question asked to: those who 
respondedthat they were white 
or blue collar worker.
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Are you a union member? If so, is your union
affiliated with LO, TCO, or SACO?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

LO

TCO

SACO

Other

No

No answer

99

1003 976 1000 1007 1000 998 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

- LO (the Trade Union
Confederation) “Blue collar”

- TCO (the Confederation of
Salaried Employees) “White 
collar”

- SACO (the Confederation of
Professional Employees)
“White collar”

Question asked to: all
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What is your education?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

High school

University

No answer

Basic education

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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What is the total monthly income of your household before taxes?

Year

P
er
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en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

< SEK 13 000
13 - 17 000

17 - 25 000

25 - 33 000
33 - 42 000

> 42 000 per month

Don’t know

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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What is your personal income before taxes?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

< SEK 8 000
8 - 13 000

13 - 17 000

17 - 25 000 

25 - 33 000

33 - 42 000

> 42 000 per month 

1004 979 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006

Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all



Source Demoskop 2006, descriptive summary Ole Settergren 2006-07-06

Question asked to: all
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Man or woman?

Year

P
er

 c
en

t

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Woman

Man

1004 1001 1000 1008 1001 999 1011 1004 1006
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